
Presidentõs Message

I have been so touched by all the assistance received over this past  
year from our board of directors.  Many have taken on extra roles  
due to major crises of a few of the boardõs members.  Pat Furno 

is now home and recovering from major surgeries to her heart and 
stomach, and still has problems with her peripheral sight.  I thank 
those of you who have helped her þnancially.  She is very proud 
of how many members of AVVA, have sent her cards and emails 
to help brighten her day.  Suzanne Blohm-Weber has had a tough 
year also.  Being responsible for caring for her elderly parents and 
the death of her father and she too is recovering from surgery and 
our thoughts and prayers are with her, also. 
	 We all need to take care of ourselves.  We all give so much to 
our organization and sometimes do not take a look at ourselves.  We 
take things from our basket but fail to replenish it.  So please, get that health check-up and take 
that needed rest as necessary. 
	 Looking back this year the national board has accomplished many goals.  We have brought 
back the Paper Safe.  This is now in the printing stage and will soon be availible in print and via 
the AVVA the Web site.  Weõre also releasing a brochure that discusses beneþts for widows or 
widowers.  Many of our members and the general population do not know that they may be entitled 
to beneþts from the VA.  This brochure goes in depth to what the beneþts are.  This will also be 
posted on our web site for chapters to print out and have availible for their chapter or membership 
tent.  If you are the spouse of a deceased Veteran, see an accredited service ofþcer. 
	 Our communication continues to improve with our new web site, giving our members and 
the public better access to information of who we are and what a great organization we have 
become.  We also have the AVVA Facebook page, the ôUpdatesõ newsletter and our Newsÿashes.  
Your input is important to this National Board of Directors.  We are listening to our membership, 
and all of your ideas are treated with respect.  I think you will agree, that we have listened to your 
ideas or concerns on every issue.  We continue to encourage you to contact your regional directors 
or executive ofþcers.  Everoneõs enthusiasm has grown in support of our organization and the 
overwhelming attendance at our Leadership Conference this past August made this evident.  
	 The membership committee is doing a superior job, easing the process for anyone to form 
a chapter.  A new membership brochure has been made available containing an application and 
contact information, a great presentation on a display table for a membership drive.
Our structure is growing, and I am very pleased of the accomplishments of the new incorporated 
chapters.
	 The Election committee started a data base of AVVA State and Chapter Presidents or  
Representatives. I thank the committee and the State Representatives and Presidents for their time 
consuming effort. 
	 As we continue to work to earn the respect of Vietnam Veterans of America, there is a better 
perception of our organization with VVA and other Veteranõs service organizations.  Communicating 
and working with them is always very rewarding.  We are assisting VVA chapters in holding Agent 
Orange Town Hall meetings and making members aware of the Faces of Agent Orange.  More 
families are needed to share their stories.  The more Faces of Agent Orange we have, the better 
prepared we are to address this issue with our legislators and insist that they help the children 
affected by Agent Orange.  Our health committee is doing an outstanding job with the new Health 
newsletter, making information available to anyone with a child affected from Agent Orange or a 
Veteran with Agent Orange related health problems. Their conditions affect one and all. 
	 The Strategic Planning Committee has taken new heights.  We now have a core values statement 
added to our Policy and Procedures Manual.  The committee has worked hard to include our 
memberõs thoughts on how to proceed to make AVVA a premier Veterans Service Organization.  
I am proud of all the hard work they have put into this process.
	 In closing, I sincerely wish you all a Healthy and Happy New Year and thank each and every 
one of you for helping our Veterans, returning military and their families.  We have much to 
accomplish this coming year.  The National Board of Directors will be steadfast in moving AVVA 
forward, and will continue to hold our members with respect and love.

Enewsletter
February 2012

Volume 7
Issue 1

UPDATES DEADLINES 
Next deadline:  Feb. 15, 2012 
Submitted article(s) will be published in 
the next issue.  All submissions will be 
considered, screened for content and 
edited if necessary.  All article(s) must be 
appropriate for this newsletter.  Proofread 
article(s) before submitting.  Send photo(s) 
with chapter reports; we want to see what 
you are doing.  Send submissions and e-
mail changes or requests temporarily to: 
nswitzer@avva.org 
“Letters to the Editor” are strictly the 
opinions of the author and not that of Asso-
ciates of Vietnam Veterans of America.  All 
Chapter, State and Regional reports are 
the responsibility of the writer and must 
contain name and contact information in 
order to be published.  Content sources 
must be veriþable and accurate.
Make all letters appropriate  
Thank you for support.

Associates of Vietnam
Veterans of America, Inc. 
8719 Colesville Road, Suite 100 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
301-585-4000 

OFFICERS 
President: Nancy Switzer
nswitzer@avva.org 
Vice President: Frances Cartier
fcartier@avva.org 
Secretary: Sharon Hobbs
shobbs@avva.org 
Treasurer: Bill Williams
bwiliams@avva.org 

Website: avva.org 

Join the AVVA Talklist! 
Send an email to: 
Southern@lodelink.com 
And request to be put on the talklist 

AVVA Merchandise,
contact: Penny Meinhardt
pmeinhardt@avva.org 

Correction to the November Updates 
newsletter:  Sherry Lynn Wright from 
Kansas received the Fellowship Award.  



òBroadwayó Joe Namath may be the most well-known 
man to go through Beaver County, Pa. and meet with 
the President of the United States at the White House. 
But on January 12, the most endearing person to make 
that same trip just may be 23-year-old Jeremy Carr.
	 Carr will be the guest of President Barack Obama 
in what has to be the moment of a lifetime. Carr, who 
has Down syndrome, has dedicated himself to helping 
soldiers and his mother, Teresa, with Vietnam Veterans 
of America events of all kinds. This past spring, he 
helped members of the VVA Chapter 862 organization 
with a roadside clean-up project along Route 65 in 
Beaver County. When the work was done, and several 
times during the clean-up, he had a simple question, 
òMom, will President Barack Obama be proud of me 
for helping the soldiers?ó
	 After much deliberation, Teresa Carr finally 
posed her sonõs oft-repeated question directly to the 
President in a letter sent in September. After all, she 
worried, would the President have time to respond to 
one personõs inquiry given the demands of the job?
	 Jeremy and Teresa Carr got their answer during 
President Obamaõs Veterans Day Speech on Nov. 12, 
delivered from Arlington National Cemetery. In it he 
said, òWell, Jeremy, I want you to know that, yes, I 
am proud of you. I could not be prouder of you, and 
your country is proud of you. Thank you for serving 
our veterans and helping them continue their service 

Presidential Salute to an Honorary Soldier

ò...one young manõs
example is one that we
must all now follow.ó

to America. And Jeremyõs example ð one young manõs 
example ð is one that we must all now follow.ó
	 Local television, newspaper and other media 
outlets in the Pittsburgh market picked up on the story 
and soon after national exposure came as well. ABC 
Newsõ ò20/20ó program sent a crew to the Carr home 
in early December and shot a feature story that aired on 
its Dec. 23 national telecast with Barbara Walters. 
	 The family has been invited to attend the VVA 
Board of Directors meeting in Silver Spring, Md. later 
this month, and subsequently invited to meet þrst-hand 
with President Obama. Bringing Jeremy to Washington 
for the trip has been a joint effort between the VVA 
and the Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America. 
The AVVA will be covering the expenses while the 
family is in Washington, while local VVA Chapter 
862 from Beaver County will be providing an escort 
and transportation.
	 Teresa missed hearing the Presidentõs Veterans 
Day remarks live because she was organizing and 
participating in a local parade in Beaver. She learned 
of the speech through a text message sent by her sister. 
Jeremy heard the Presidentõs words while watching 
live at his group home in Ohio along with a few of 
his friends and roommates.
	 This time, when the President speaks about Jer-
emy Carr, a proud mother will be by his side to hear 
it þrst-hand.

In Memory Day

PLEASE NOTE:  The In Memory Day has changed this year...it was always in April, cold, wet and windy.  They have changed it to ÿag 
day...please get this to your membership so that those families who may want to honor their loved ones can plan and sign up to attend.
Flag Day in 2012 is on Thursday, the 14th of June.  In the United States, Flag Day is always celebrated on the 14th of June.

Cathy Kiester and Sharon Hobbs place a wreath
at the In Memory Plaque on behalf of AVVA

are included in the Virtual In Memory Honor Roll 
to serve as a lasting reminder of their service and 

sacriþces.  
      If you know of anyone whose death was 
related to Vietnam War involvement, please 
complete an In Memory application and 
return it to VVMF along with a copy of 
the death certiþcate, proof of service in 
Vietnam*, a clean photograph of the honoree 
and a short biography. To have a loved one 

considered for the In Memory program in 
2012, you must submit your application to 
VVMF by April 12th, 2012. Instructions for 

what to include and where to send the completed 
application are outlined on the application form. 
Please do not send applications for 2012 before 
September 2011. 
     For more information visit the website at 
vvmf@vvmf.org.

A day set aside to honor those who died as a result of 
the Vietnam War The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fundõs In Memory program honors those who 
died as a result of the Vietnam War, but whose 
deaths do not þt the Department of Defense 
criteria for inclusion upon the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.  
	 Every year there is a ceremony to 
pay tribute to these men and women who 
sacriþced so much for their country. The 
ceremony is held on Flag Day in June ñ In 
Memory Day.  
	 During the In Memory Day ceremony, 
the names of all the honorees are read aloud. 
At the conclusion of the ceremony, certiþcates 
bearing the honoreesõ names are placed at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The tributes are 
collected by the National Park Service and stored 
in a permanent archive. In addition, the honorees 
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