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Herb Worthington, Region II Director

It has been less than a week since my return from the last National Board of Directors meeting and as I have told so many since my return, "this was one of the best meetings I have ever attended." Prior to the meeting I felt we were going to have an old-fashioned knockdown, drag out fight. It wasn't that anyone threatened to do so; it was just a feeling in the air. It was kind of that same feeling you got when on patrol in Vietnam that someone was watching you but you couldn't see them. 
Friday morning came and the meeting opened. It came to our National Treasurer's time to report on iMIS which is the computer program that VVA has bought and had customized so our staff can do their jobs better then the system we had before. Before you go on that it hasn't worked, we know that. We also know that our staff was not trained correctly and that the consultants really were not doing what needed to be done to adapt the program to VVA requirements. That being said, Wayne Reynolds and Sara McVicker did a fabulous job of investigating the problem and with the help of John Rowan, they have now put VVA back on track with the iMIS system and in time, it will be corrected. Sadly, our membership, state councils and staff all had to suffer.
We now have a new head of the membership department whose name is Eric Harris. That does not mean you can call up and abuse him, (I know none of you would do that) so give him some time and help him out with your requests. Speaking of membership, there is a new membership form on the web and a new brochure is also being designed. Don't forget to carry a couple of the membership brochures in your wallet so when you meet another Nam vet and you talk about VVA, you can sign him or her up right away. With Nam vets dying at the rate we are now, we need to keep our membership up as much as we can. 

It was also mentioned that each State Council President should notify membership with the name of who will be their state's Point Of Contact to receive their states membership electronically which is now in the test stage by National.
The Benefits Committee had a very interesting speaker. Timothy Frank at the Washington DC Naval Yard spoke about the over whelming task they have trying to scan the ships logs of US Ships that were in Vietnam. They are looking for volunteers to help them do this. So all of you Navy people who want to help, contact Mr. Frank at the DC Naval yard to go and help them out. Remember, I said "Volunteer" which means NO, you don't get paid but you do get a chance to make a difference. 
It was also mentioned that the 1981 Agent Orange Act expires in 2012 and 2014. You need to get to your representatives and get them to extend this or else we won't be able to continue the fight. This is Very important!!
Our yearly Basic Service Officer Training was videotaped this past July. It is being edited and will soon be available to be uploaded and you will be able to take an on-line test to become accredited. This is estimated to be ready by the next BOD meeting in April.  They are looking to do an advanced training session at the next Leadership Conference in Texas in August. Our current VVA Service Officers that work at the VAROs around the country should be receiving their copy of "VetPro" software to help them enter their claims electronically and there will be VetPro Webinar training in February or March. 
It was noted that VVA's win ratio on claims at the Board of Veterans Appeals is an impressive 79% for 2011 and its denial rate of 18% is the lowest. 
At the public Affairs Committee meeting, many things were discussed and it was determined we need to get out some PSA's. We are researching both 30 and 60 second spots for audio, (Radio) and also video, (TV) presentations. Tom Burke of Ohio was appointed and approved as the next committee chair and yours truly was appointed as his vice chair. I am excited to be working with such a professional group of committee members and look forward to getting the VVA message out to our brother and sister Vietnam vets. We will also be working closely with Mokie Porter on the "faces of Agent Orange" project which gets our stories out on what Agent Orange has done to us, our children and now our grandchildren. If you haven't read about it yet, go to the VVA web page and read it. If you know other Nam vets that suffer from Agent Orange related diseases and have children with medical problems, please have them contact Mokie Porter at our National office or email her at <mporter@vva.org>.  We want to know about you and your family’s health.

In Brotherhood,
Herb Worthington

Region 2 Director

Vietnam Veterans of America
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